Tourism Based on the Natural Environment or Hydroelectric Power Generation. 

We have a very clear posture on the threat of hydro-electric projects in Patagonia.
No amount of electricity is worth the irreversible and massive damage to the whole hydrologic basin of these rivers. The rivers in question have historical, social and environmental value way beyond their value to a private company as a potential source of electricity. 

The intrinsic value of these rivers is immeasurable and they have to be protected for their own role in the natural play of Patagonia and the ecosystems of the world and preserved for future generations of people to enjoy and benefit from.

However, such intangible arguments seem to hold little sway in the world of global economics and perpetual growth. The following notes are our attempt to make an argument against these developments within the paradigm of mainstream, global economics and development. 

Background.
In the last 20 years tourism has developed in the region from being an adventurous, backpacker and mountaineer destination to an evolving market force now catering for 35.000 tourists per year and producing US$56.000.000 in 2005 and generating more than 1.000 direct, permanent jobs and up to a further 3000 temporary, seasonal jobs. Tourism in the region is projected to develop, along with national and global trends to generate 10.000 direct jobs in the year 2015 and US$63.000.000 of income by 2009. 
Current population figures are around 91.492 in a region of 43.000 square miles; 1 person per half mile square.

Figures taken from studies by SERNATUR (Servicio Nacional de Turismo) & CORFO (Corporaciòn de Fomento).

The project proposed by ENDESA states an investment of US$4.500 million and the generation of a peak of 4.000 jobs between 2008 and 2018.

Aysen has been declared a “Reserva de Vida” (a reserve of life) by many local organizations, municipalities, Schools, companies and individuals. A whole generation feels identified with “Aysen – Reserva de Vida”. The region is a unique mix of natural habitat, ancient forest, glaciers, peaks and beautiful, pristine rivers and lakes. Outside of the Polar Regions it is the planets largest reserve of fresh water. Drinking direct from a river or a lake with no need to filter or treat water is a privilege that few areas in the world have.
The ENDESA project and others that are already appearing threaten that regional identity and much of the development that has gone into it.

Daming the Baker, Pascua and Salto rivers makes a continuous current cable from the southern most dam to the centre north of Chile – 1200 miles away a necessity that will open up all other river systems in the region at a much lower cost per project. ENDESA has water rights and studies made for all the major rivers and summarise the regions rivers as simply “8040 MW potential”. There is no consideration of any other factor in their vision of Aysén “Reserva de Vida”. 

Our biggest fear is that these first projects will pave the way for many more, converting one of the few remaining areas of the planet with free flowing rivers of pure water into a huge hydro generating plant. Signs of this happening are already apparent with the renewal of an Aluminium smelting project on the coast requiring 3 dams to provide power and other rivers being currently studied for future dams. 

Tourism, the natural environment and quality of life for people here will suffer. One of the planets best quality river fishing areas could be terminated, once free flowing rivers trapped behind concrete do not stay pure for long and the effect on glaciers, forest and fauna is not known.

It is our hope that long term sense will prevail and that with the support of visitors, local inhabitants and concerned companies both the political powers and civil rights groups will turn this threat around and make Aysén a true life reserve that is internationally protected for all future generations.
Tourism as a productive force in the economy that contributes positively to the environment and local communities is a the regions best chance of avoiding the decline and destruction that the ENDESA project promises.
